























Foreword

At the outbreak of the Korean War in June 1950, the U.S. Army combat
units nearest the scene were the four infantry divisions performing occupa-
tion duties in Japan. When the Army of the Republic of Korea, supported
only by U.S. air and naval forces, was unable to halt the North Korean ag-
gressors, these divisions, seriously understrength and only partially trained
and equipped for fighting, provided the troops that were committed initially
to action in response to the call of the United Nations Security Council.

Colonel Appleman’s narrative portrays vividly the grimness of “limited
war” against a fanatical enemy, and the tragic consequences of unprepared-
ness. His writing recaptures the dismay that most Americans experienced in
the realization that a small, little-known country could achieve military
success against a coalition that included this, the world’s most powerful
nation.

Here is the story of how U.S. Army combat units, thrown piecemeal into
the battle to slow Communist advances, fought a desperate and heroic delay-
ing action, buying time until the United Nations forces could attain the
military strength necessary to take the offensive. When that offensive was
launched, it quickly crushed the North Korean forces, only to be met with
the massive intervention of a more formidable adversary, Communist China.

This velume covers U.S. Army action in Korea from the outbreak of
war to the fullscale intervention 'of the Chinese Communists. It is the first
of five volumes now planned for inclusion in UNITED STATES ARMY
IN THE KOREAN WAR, a series patterned on the much more voluminous
UNITED STATES ARMY IN WORLD WAR II. Subsequent volumes will
complete the Korean combat narrative as well as deal with related problems
of command, strategy, logistics, handling of prisoners of war, and the armis-
tice negotiations.

Washington, D. C. JAMES A. NORELL
15 March 1960 Brigadier General, U.S.A.
Chief of Military History
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Preface

William Napier, upon finishing after seventeen years of painful toil the
six volumes of his Peninsular War, wrote in a parody of Chaucer:

“Easy ys myne boke to rede and telleth of moche fyte,
But then your easy rede is damned hard to wryte. . . .

”»

True it is that a historian’s first business is grinding toil and drudgery. All
of this it has been to the writer of this book. Nevertheless it was a labor
willingly undertaken, but accompanied throughout by the apprehension
that he might fail in doing justice to the story of his countrymen who fought
in Korea.

First and always, within the limits of his knowledge and ability, the
author has neglected no effort nor passed over 'any evidence that seemed
likely to further his purpose of writing a true history of the Korean War.
He accepted Parkman’s dictum that faithfulness to the truth of history in-
volves far more than research, that one who is to write it “must study events
in their bearings near and remote; in the character, habits, and manners of
those who took part in them . . . and must himself be, as it were, a sharer
or a spectator of the action he describes.”

During the first four of the nine years he devoted to writing this book,
from 1951 to 1954, the writer was on active duty in the United States Army
and completed a first draft of the manuscript. In the following five years, as
a civilian in Army reserve status, he devoted the time he could salvage from
earning a living to several revisions and final completion of the work.

The writer was not entirely a stranger to Korea when he arrived there
early in July 1951. Six years earlier, as a staff officer, he had accompanied Lt.
Gen. John R. Hodge’s U. S. XXIV Army Corps from Okinawa to Korea in
early September 1945. This was at the beginning of United States commit-
ment in Korea, when General Hodge accepted the surrender of the Japanese
there at the end of World War II and began the occupation of that country
below the 38th Parallel. But it was in 1951 that the writer saw Korea’s hills
at close quarter and felt his knees tremble and buckle as he climbed the
steeply pitched ridges.

Korea was at the same time both beautiful and sordid. The green hills
and patchwork-patterned rice paddies have an enchanting beauty when
seen from a distance or the relative comfort of a vehicle on the roads. Slog-
ging over this same ground carrying a load of weapons and pack in scorching
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heat or pelting rain, or in the numbing cold of a Siberian-type winter, with
the enemy waiting around the next bend or over the next rise of ground, is
another matter. Then the landscape loses its charm and becomes harsh
and deadly to the spirit and exhausting to mind and body.

From Pusan in the south to the United Nations line north of the 38th
Paralle], from the Imjin River in the west to the Iron Triangle, to the moun-
tain line above the Hwach’on Reservoir, to Heartbreak Ridge and the Punch-
bowl, and on to the high Taebaek Mountains near the east coast in the ROK
sector, the writer traveled from command post to command post and often
up to battalions and rifle companies on the line. His companion during
these travels in Korea was Capt. (now Major) Russell A. Gugeler, an experi-
enced soldier who subsequently wrote Combat Actions in Korea. Whenever
possible the earlier, 1950 battlefields were visited. Where lack of time or
other circumstances did not permit this, critical terrain was studied from
liaison planes that could dip low and circle at leisure around points of
interest.

The writer came to know the stifling dust, the heat, the soaking rains,
the aching legs, the exhausted body that was the common experience of the
men who fought in Korea, although he seldom had to run any risk of known
personal danger as did they, and he could always look forward to food at
night and a safe place to sleep at some command post, which most of them
could not. It is easy for him now to close his eyes and see the rushing
torrents in the mountain gorges and everywhere the hills, scantily covered,
if at all, in the south, and green with pine in the higher mountains of the
north. In the lower ground were the rice paddies, small vegetable patches,
the mud-walled and thatched-roof huts. How could one forget this Asiatic
land where so many of his countrymen died or were maimed, where they
enacted their roles of bravery and fortitude. In a sense, the Korean War
experience became a part of him.

Official records are indispensable for fixing dates and time of major
events and troop movements. But anyone familiar with the way the records
of combat units during battle are made up will know that they seldom tell
the essential facts of what happened, and how, and why. They are often
the products of indifferent clerks transcribing, at places remote from the
scene of action, a minimum of messages for something—anything—that will
satisfy the official requirement for a report. Those who know the most about
an action or an event seldom take the time to tell, or write, about it. They
are too tired, or too nearly dead, or they are dead.

In the early months of the Korean War there was little time for the
military organizations committed there to keep adequate records of what
they did, even had there been the desire to do so. Always they were stopping
only briefly, fighting hazardous rear-guard actions, and then on the run
again. No one had time to write down what had happened and why, even if
he knew. And no one in the various headquarters had the time or the energy
or the will to search out those who survived each action and from them
learn firsthand of the event. Everyone was too much concerned with survival



or of getting a moment of respite from exhaustion. A record for posterity,
for history, weighed the least of many things on their minds. Even when
reports of military organizations are models of official records, the author
agrees wholly with Marshal Erich von Manstein, who believes that a his-
torian of military matters and campaigns “cannot get the truth from files
and documents alone . . . the answer . . . will seldom be found—certainly
not in a complete form—in files or war diaries.”

How easy it would have been to write a story of the war based on the
records alone, never stopping to get beneath that gloss! Such a book might
have read smoothly and had a tone of plausibility to all except those whose
personal knowledge would have branded it as inadequate at best and as
almost wholly false at worst. Rather than produce such a book, the author
chose the nine years of work that resulted in this one.

Since it was only from survivors of the early battles in Korea that one
could hope to reconstruct the narrative of the first months of the conflict,
the writer undertook to get their story. When he arrived in Korea in early
July 1951, on active duty with the Army, he had orders from Maj Gen.
Orlando Ward, then Chief of Military History, to study the terrain of the
action and to interview as many participants, of all ranks, as he could find.
He began then a process continued almost to the hour that this manuscript
went to press. He talked with hundreds of soldiers, from privates to three-
and four-star generals, about particular actions and decisions affecting the
action of which each had personal knowledge in some degree. One interview
would result in leads to others. Thus the snowball grew. Many officers and
soldiers who had information were now in distant lands on reassignment, or
otherwise out of reach for personal discussion. To them went letters. Over
the years, information came back from many corners of the globe. The re-
sponse was remarkable. The author had only to ask and he received. The
men were eager to tell their story—from the private in the ranks to General
of the Army Douglas MacArthur. Without this willing help of those who
toiled, suffered, bled, and lost their comrades the story of the Korean War
in 1950 could never have been told satisfactorily. If this narrative carries
-the mark of truth, it is to these men largely that it is due. My debt to them
is great.

Some major events almost defied comprehension. Such was the battle
of Taejon. The author spent seven years in attempting to solve that puz-
zling and bizarre action. The first draft of the Taejon chapter, based on the
official records, was nothing. Knowing this, the author sought out survivors
and throughout the years searched for, and gradually accumulated, more in-
formation. Missing pieces of the puzzle came to light that made it possible to
fit others into place. The author rewrote this chapter eight times. Finally he
obtained from Maj. Gen. William F. Dean his comments on the manuscript
and a statement of his contemporary thoughts and actions bearing on the
events described. Some of them were not calculated to raise him to the level
of an allseeing military commander, but they marked Dean as a man of
truth and honor. Then, with General Dean’s contributions, the author felt
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at last that he had salvaged about all that ever would be learned concerning
Taejon from American sources. Many other chapters reached their final
form in much the same manner as this one.

The scope and scale of treatment change as the narrative proceeds. At
first only two reinforced rifle companies were committed to battle, then a
battalion, then a regiment, then a division, finally the Eighth Army and the
reconstituted ROK Army. Against them was the might of the initially
victorious North Korean Army, and later the light infantry masses of the
Chinese Communist Forces. Gradually, United Nations troops from many
parts of the world entered the lists, usually in small numbers to be sure, but
in the case of Great Britain the force rose from two battalions to a Com-
monwealth division. As the larger forces came into action against each
other the focus of action necessarily broadened and detail diminished. Task
Force Smith, for example, in the first week of July 1950, received a detail of
treatment that could not possibly be continued for all of the Eighth Army
late in the year, nor even in August and September at the Naktong Perim-
eter. The use of detail necessarily had to'be more selective. The ROK Army
is treated in less detail than the American organizations, but enough is told
to relate its part in the over-all operations. Reliable information on ROK
action was nearly always very difficult to obtain, and sometimes impossible.

Throughout, the writer’s sympathies have been with the troops who
fought the battles at close range—the men who handled the rifles, who
threw the grenades, who caught the enemy’s bullets, who fought their own
fears in the face of the unknown, who tried to do their duty as United
States soldiers even though they were figliting for a cause they did not
understand, and in a country to whose culture and interests they were
strangers. He tried to be there with them.

The writer is indebted to many officers who, while serving in the Office
of the Chief of Military History, Department of the Army, have read the
manuscript in its various stages and offered comments and criticisms. They
include Maj. Gen. Richard W. Stephens, a leading participant in the
action; Col. George G. O'Connor; Col. S. W. Foote; Col. Carl D. McFerren;
Col. Joseph Rockis; Col. Warren H. Hoover; and Lt. Col. Eugene J. White.

The sympathetic and generous viewpoint of Dr. Kent Roberts Green-
field, who gave valuable help in directing the critical panel review of the
manuscript and evaluating needed final revisions, is gratefully acknowledged.
Dr. Louis Morton gave detailed and critical review to the manuscript. Dr.
Stetson Conn, who succeeded Dr. Greenfield as Chief Historian, and his
Deputy, Dr. John Miller, jr., have been most helpful in reviewing the final
draft of the manuscript.

To Miss Ruth Stout, the editor, and Mr. Thomas ]. Seess, the copy
editor, the writer especially wants to express his appreciation for their
friendly, necessary, and painstaking editing of the manuscript and guiding
it through the printer. Mr. Joseph R. Friedman, as Editor in Chief, has
contributed from his wide editorial experience and wisdom. Mrs. Norma
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Heacock Sherris assisted in finding suitable illustrations for the volume.

Mr. Billy Mossman, assisted by Mr. Elliot Dunay and the draftsmen who
worked under his supervision, produced the maps in this volume. The
author turned over to Mr. Mossman a large number of sketch maps and
overlays which he had prepared while writing the text. Mr. Mossmamn, a
former infantry officer with World War II experience in the Pacific The-
ater, and later on active duty in Korea during the Korean War, has a wide
knowledge of military matters and of Korea itself. This background com-
bined with his training in military cartography made him an ideal choice
for the layout and supervision of the map work on this volume.

Mr. Israel Wice and his staff in the General Reference Section, Office
of the Chief of Military History, cheerfully and efficiently gave their services
in obtaining official records and other materials requested by the writer
for his use. Mr. Stanley Falk prepared a useful digest of the Far East Com-
mand Daily Intelligence Summary, July through November 1950, relative
to the Korean War. In an early stage of the work, Mrs. Gwendolyn Taylor
as typist and general assistant gave valuable help.

The writer is much indebted to Mrs. Joy B. Kaiser. Many a complicated
troop movement she has reconstructed on an overlay from coordinate read-
ings given in S-3 and G-3 journals and periodic reports. The author never
tried to write up the story of an action until after it had been plotted on
a terrain map. Thus, Mrs. Kaiser in a two-year period saved him much
labor, doubling as typist for an early draft of the manuscript, preparing
overlays from journal co-ordinates, and otherwise contributing to the work.

Another whose dedication benefited the writer is Mrs. Edna W. Salsbury.
She assumed the task of typing what turned out to be the last two revisions
of the manuscript, and she performed that task ably. Throughout the
tedious work of typing a heavily footnoted manuscript she made many sug-
gestions that resulteéd in improving readability and her careful attention to
detail contributed much in maintaining accuracy.

Notwithstanding the considerable assistance given the author by so
many individuals and organizations, he alone is responsible for interpreta-
tions made and conclusions drawn in this volume as well as for any errors
of omission or commission.

The person to whom the author owes most is Maj. Gen. Orlando Ward.
As Chief of Military History, Department of the Army, in 1951, he ordered
him to Korea to start this work. He opened the door for him to all com-
manders in Korea and the Far East Command. His experience as Secretary
of the General Staff from 1938 to 1941, and subsequently as commander
of the 1st Armored Division in North Africa, had given him broad knowl-
edge of military matters and firsthand experience of battle and how it
affects men.

General Ward’s constant injunction to the author was to seek the truth
of the Korean War and to tell it, no matter whom it might touch unfavor-
ably. He wanted the facts made known, because only from them, he thought,
could the United States build a better army for its defense. How well the
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writer remembers his statement one day in casual conversation, “Truth

is the first casualty in battle.” He has tried not to have it the first casualty
in this account of the Korean War.

Washington, D.C. ROY E. APPLEMAN
15 March 1960 Lieutenant Colonel, USAR
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CHAPTER 1

Korea and the Background of Conflict

One should not forget . . .
road leads to Rome.”

Every now and then in the history of
mankind, events of surpassing impor-
tance take place in little-known areas
of the earth. And men and women in
countries distant from those events
whose lives turn into unexpected and
unwanted channels because of them can
but wonder how it all happened to come
about. So it was with Korea in 1g50.
In this ancient land of high mountains
and sparkling streams the United Na-
tions fought its first war.

For decades it has been axiomatic in
Far Eastern politics that Russia, China,
and Japan could not be indifferent to
what happened in Korea, and, to the ex-
tent that they were able, each consist-
ently has tried to shape the destinies of
that peninsula. For Korea lies at the
point where the Russian, Chinese, and
Japanese spheres meet—the apex of the
three great power triangles in Asia.
Korea, the ancient invasion route of
Japan into the Asian continent, in turn
has always been the dagger thrust at
Japan from Asia.

Korea is a mountainous peninsula of
the Asiatic land mass and has natural
water boundaries for almost the entire

that the earth is round and that “every

WALDEMAR ERFURTH, Surprise

distance on all sides. The Yalu and
Tumen Rivers are on the north, the Sea
of Japan on the east, the Korea Strait
on the south, and the Yellow Sea on
the west. The only countries of the Asi-
atic mainland having boundaries with
Korea are China across the Yalu and
Tumen Rivers for poo miles and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) for a distance of approximately
eleven miles along the lower reaches of
the Tumen River.

Korea embraces a little more than
85,000 square miles, is about the size
of Utah, and in shape resembles Flor-
ida. It has more than 5,400 miles of
coast line. High mountains come down
abruptly to deep water on the east where
there are few harbors, but on the south
and west a heavily indented shoreline
provides many. There is almost no tide
on the east coast. On the west coast at
Inch’on the tidal reach of thirty-two
feet is the second highest in the world.

Korea varies between go and 200
miles in° width and 525 to 600 miles
in length. The mountains are highest
in the north, some reaching 8,500 feet.
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The high Taebaek Range extends down
the east coast like a great spine, grad-
ually falling off in elevation to the south.
Practically all of Korea south of the
narrow waist from P’yongyang to Won-
san slopes westward from the high Tae-
baek Range. This determines the drain-
age basins and direction of flow of all
sizable rivers within Korea—generally to
the southwest.

Only about 20 percent of Korea is
arable land, most of it in the south and
west. But every little mountain valley
throughout Korea is terraced, irrigated,
and cultivated. The principal food
crops are rice, barley, and soybeans, in
that order. Most of the rice is raised
in the south where the warm and long
growing season permits two crops a
year. In 1950 the country’s population
of about 30,000,000 was divided between
21,000,000 south and 9,000,000 north of
the g8th Parallel, with 70 percent en-
gaged in agriculture.* The population
density of South Korea, 586 per square
mile, was one of the highest in the
world for an agricultural people. Al-
though having less than one third of
the population, North Korea in 1g50
comprised more than half (58 percent)
the country.

Despite the fact that Korea has the
sea on three sides, in climate it is con-
tinental rather than oceanic.. Summers
are hot and humid with a monsoon sea-
son generally lasting from June to Sep-
tember. In winter, cold winds come from
the interior of Asia.

The Hermit Kingdom or Chosen, the
“Land of the Morning Calm,” has an

! Central Intelligence Agency, National Intelli-

gence Survey (NIS), Korea, 1949, ch. 4, pp. 4143,

and ch. 6, pp. 61—66. Figures are from 1949 census.

ancient history. Its recorded history be-
gins shortly before the time of Christ.
An invasion from China, about one hun-
dred years after the beginning of the
Christian era, established»-a Chinese in-
fluence that has persisted to the present
time. Many of China’s cultural and tech-
nical advances, however, were borrowed
from early Korea.

In a short war of a few months’ dura-
tion in 1894-1895, known as the Sino-
Japanese War, Japan ended Chinese
political influence in Korea. Thereafter,
Russian ambitions in Manchuria clashed
with Japanese ambitions in Korea. This
rivalry led to the Russo-Japanese War
of 19o4-1905, which ended with Japan
dominant in Korea. Despite the bitter
opposition of the Korean people, Japan
proceeded step by step to absorb Korea
within her empire and in 1910 annexed
it as a colony. During World War II,
in 1942, Korea became an integral part
of Japan and came under the control of
the Home Ministry.

All the critical events which occurred
in Korea after 1945 grew out of the joint
occupation of the country at the end
of World War II by the United States
and the USSR. The boundary between
the two. occupation forces was the 38th
Parallel.

While all the influences operating on
the decision to divide Korea for pur-
poses of accepting the surrender of the
Japanese forces there at the end of World
War II cannot here be explored, it ap-
pears that American military considera-
tion of an army boundary line in Korea
began at the Potsdam Conference in
July 1945. One day during the confer-
ence, General of the Army George C.
Marshall called in Lt. Gen. John E.
Hull, then Chief of the Operations Divi-
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sion, U.S. Army, and a member of the
U.S. military delegation, and told him
to be prepared to move troops into
Korea. General Hull and some of his
planning staff studied a map of Korea
trying to decide where to draw a line
for an army boundary between U.S. and
Soviet forces. They decided that at least
two major ports should be included in
the U.S. zone. This led to the decision
to draw a line north of Seoul which
would include the port of Inch’on.
Pusan, the chief port of Korea, was at
the southeastern tip of the country. This
line north of Seoul, drawn at Potsdam
by the military planners, was not on
the 38th Parallel but was near it and,
generally, along it. The American and
Russian delegates, however, did not dis-
cuss a proposed boundary in the mili-
tary meetings of the Potsdam Confer-
ence.?

The matter lay dormant, apparently,
in the immense rush of events follow-
ing hard on the heels of the Potsdam
Conference, which terminated 26 July—
the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki in the first part of
August, the Russian declaration of war
against Japan on 8 August, and the
Japanese ofter of surrender on 10 Au-
gust. The latter event brought the ques-
tion of a demarcation line in Korea to

* Interv, author with Gen John E. Hull, Vice
CofS, USA, 1 Aug 52. Dept of State Pub 4266, The
Conflict in Korea, gives the diplomatic and legal
background of U.S. commitments on Korea. A de-
tailed discussion of the division of Korea at the g8th
Parallel will be found in Lt. Col. James F. Schnabel,
Theater Command: June 1ggo-July 1951, a forth-
coming volume in the series UNITED STATES
ARMY IN THE KOREAN WAR. TERMINAL
Conference: Papers and Minutes of Meetings (July,
1945), US. Secy CCS, 1945, pp. $20-21 (hereafter
cited, TERMINAL Conf: Papers and Min).

the fore. It was settled in General Order
1, approved by President Harry S. Tru-
man on 15 August 1945 and subsequent-
ly cleared with the British and Soviet
Governments. It provided that U.S.
forces would receive the surrender of
Japanese forces in Korea south of the
g8th Parallel; Soviet forces would re-
ceive the surrender of Japanese forces
north of the Parallel. General of the
Army Douglas MacArthur issued Gen-
eral Order 1 on 2 September as the di-
rective under which Japanese forces
throughout the Far East would surrender
after the Japanese signed the Instrument
of Surrender that day at Tokyo Bay in
obedience to the Imperial Rescript by
Emperor Hirohito.

It seems that the Soviet Army reached
the 38th Parallel in Korea on 26 August.
On 3 September, just as XXIV Corps
was loading at Okinawa 6oo miles away
for its movement to Korea, Lt. Gen. John
R. Hodge, commander of XXIV Corps
and designated U.S. Commander in
Korea, received a radio message from Lt.
Gen. Yoshio Kozuki, commander of the
Japanese ryth Area Army in Korea, re-
porting that Soviet forces had advanced
south of the 38th Parallel only in the
Kaesong area. They evacuated the town
on 8 September, evidently in anticipa-
tion of an early American entry.?

Two weeks after he had accepted the
surrender of the Japanese south of the
38th Parallel in Seoul on g September
1945, General Hodge reported to Gen-
eral MacArthur in Tokyo, ‘“Dissatisfac-
tion with the division of the country
grow:.” The g8th Parallel had nothing
to commend it as a military or political

?*GHQ FEC, History of U.S. Army Occupation in
Korea, ch. IV, MS§ in OCMH Files.
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‘boundary. It crossed Korea at the coun-
try’s widest part without respect to ter-
rain features; it came close to several im-
portant towns; and it cut off the Ongjin
Peninsula in the west from the rest of
Korea south of the Parallel.

For a few days at least after the Amer-
ican landing at Inch’on on 8 September
1945 the Koreans lived in a dream world.
They thought this was the end of fifty
years of bondage and the beginning of
an era of peace, plenty, and freedom
from interference by foreign peoples in
their lives.

And for the Americans, too, who ex-
perienced those memorable September
days in Korea there was little at the
moment to suggest the disillusionment
that onrushing events of the next few
years would bring. A composite com-
pany, made up of elements of each rifle
company of the #th Infantry Division,
paraded proudly and happily out of the
courtyard at the Government House in
Seoul at the conclusion of the ceremonies
attending the Japanese surrender. The
wide thoroughfare outside was so dense-
ly packed with the throng there was
scarcely room for it to pass. These men
had fought across the Pacific from Attu
to Okinawa.t They thought that war was
behind them for the rest of their lives.
Five years later this same division was
to assault this same capital city of Seoul
where many of its men were to fall in
the streets.

In an effort to reunite the country
and to end the ever-mounting hostilities
between the two parts of divided Korea,
the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions in November 1944 voted to estab-
lish a nine-nation United Nations Tem-

*The author witnessed this scene.

porary Commission on Korea (UNCOK)
to be present in Korea and to supervise
elections of representatives to a Na-
tional Assembly which would establish a
national government. But the Soviet
Union denied the U.N. Commission per-
mission to enter North Korea, thus pre-
venting that part of the country from
participation in the free election.

South Korea held an election on 10
May 1948 under the auspices of the
United Nations, sending 200 representa-
tives to the National Assembly. The Na-
tional Assembly held its first meeting on
31 May, and elected Syngman Rhee
Chairman. On 12 July the Assembly
adopted the Constitution of the Re-
public of Korea and formally proclaimed
it the next day. Three days later the As-
sembly elected Syngman Rhee President.
On 15 August 1948 the government of
the Republic of Korea was formally in-
augurated and the U.S. Army Military
Government in Korea terminated. Pres-
ident Rhee and General Hodge on 24
August signed an interim military agree-
ment to be in effect until such time as
the United States withdrew its troops.
The withdrawal of these troops began
about three weeks later on 15 September.
The United States recognized the new
Republic of Korea on New Year’s Day,
1949. Mr. John J. Muccio, special rep-
resentative of the United States to the
new government of South Korea since
12 August 1948, became the first U.S.
Ambassador to the Republic of Korea on
21 March 1g49.°

*Text of agreement in Dept of State Pub g305,
Korea: 1945-1948, Annex 26, pp. 103-o4; Ibid., An-
nex 23, pp- 100-101; George M. McCune, Korea
Today (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1950),
p. 231, n. 25.
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Meanwhile, events in North Korea
took a course which seems to have been
guided by a deliberately planned politi-
cal purpose. On 10 July 1948 the North
Korean People’s Council adopted a draft
resolution and set 25 August as the date
for an election of members of the Su-
preme People’s Assembly of Korea. This
assembly on 8 September adopted a con-
stitution of the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea and, the next day,
claimed for this government jurisdiction
over all Korea.® Kim Il Sung took office
10 Septembeér as Premier of the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea.

Thus, three years after U.S. military
authorities accepted the surrender of the
Japanese south of the §8th Parallel there
were two Korean governments in the
land, each hostile to the other and each
claiming jurisdiction over the whole
country. Behind North Korea stood the
Soviet Union; behind South Korea stood
the United States and the U.N. Tem-
porary Commission on Korea.

The General Assembly of the United
Nations on 12 December 1948 recog-
nized the lawful nature of the govern-
ment of the Republic of Korea and rec-
ommended that the occupying powers
withdraw their forces from Korea “as
early as practicable.” Russia announced
on 25 December that all her occupation
forces had left the country. But North
Korea never allowed the U.N. Commis-
sion to enter North Korea to verify this
claim. On 23 March 1949 President Tru-
man approved the withdrawal of the re-
maining U.S. troops from Korea, a regi-
ment of the 7th Infantry Division. Am-

* Korea: 1945-1948, p. 21; McCune, Korea Today,
p- 220.
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bassador Muccio notified the U.N. Com-
mission on 8 July 1949 that the United
States had completed withdrawal of its
forces on 29 June and that the U.S. Army
Forces in Korea (USAFIK) had been de-
activated as of midnight o June.”

While these events were taking place,
internal troubles increased in South
Korea. After the establishment of the
Syngman Rhee government in the sum-
mer of 1948, civil disorder spread below
the g8th Parallel. There began a cam-
paign of internal disorders directed from
North Korea designed to overthrow the
Rhee government and replace it by a
Communist one. Armed incidents along
the g8th Parallel, in which both sides
were the aggressors and crossed the
boundary, became frequent.®

North Korea did not stop at inciting
revolt within South Korea and taking
military action against the border, it
made threats as well against the United
Nations. On 14 October 1949 the Foreign
Minister of North Korea sent a letter
to the Secretary General of the United
Nations denying the legality of U.N.
activity in Korea and declaring that the
U.N. Commission in Korea would be
driven out of the country. Eight days
later the General Assembly of the United
Nations decided to continue the Com-
mission and charged it with investigat-

*Lt Col Joseph Rockis, Notes on United States
Occupation Force in Korea, OCMH Files; The Gon-
flict in Korea, pp. 7, 20; McCune, Korea Today, pp.
267-68; Interv, author with Maj Gen Orlando Ward
{CG US 6th Inf Div in Korea 1948), 31 Jan s52.

®See Capt Robert K. Sawyer, The U.S. Military
Advisory Group to the Republic of Korea, pt. II,
a monograph in the files of OCMH, for an extended
treatment of this subject. (Hereafter cited as Sawyer,
KMAG MS.) This MS is in three parts: I: 1 Sep
45-30 Jun 49; II: 1 Jul 49-24 Jun 50; III: =25
Jun-go Jul 1.
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ing matters that might lead to military
action in Korea.? The United Nations
supplemented this action on 4 March
1950 by the Secretary General’s an-
nouncement that eight military observ-
ers would be assigned to observe inci-
dents along the g8th Parallel.

During the month there were rumors
of an impending invasion of South Korea
and, in one week alone, §-10 March,

* The Conflict in Korea, p. 21.

there occurred twenty-nine guerrilla at-
tacks in South Korea and eighteen inci-
dents along the Parallel.® Beginning in
May 1950, incidents along the Parallel,
and guerrilla activity in the interior,

dropped off sharply. It was the lull pre-
ceding the storm.

¥ DA WKkly Intel Rpts, 17 Mar 50, Nr 56, p. 14;
U.S. Military Advisory Group, Semi-Annual Report
to the Republic of Korea, 1 January—i15 June 1950
(hereafter cited as Rpt, USMAG to ROK, 1 Jan-
15 Jun 50), sec. IV, pp. 14-15.



CHAPTER 1I

Armed Forces of North and South Korea

It was not Lacedaemon alone that gave birth to warriors, . . . they
were produced in all countries where men were found capable of in-

structing others in the art of war.

NiccoLo MACHIAVELLI, The Discourses

The North Korea People’s Army had
been from the beginning under the su-
pervision of the Soviets. At first the
Peace Preservation Corps had under-
taken the organization and training of
a military force. Then, when the Soviets
began to withdraw their occupation
forces in February 1948, the North Ko-
rean Government established a Ministry
of Defense and activated the North
Korea People’s Army. Soviet instruction
and supervision of the Army continued,
however, after the withdrawal of Soviet
forces from North Korea. One prisoner
stated that every training film he ever
saw or used had been made in the
USSR. About three thousand Russians
were active in the Army program be-
fore June 1g950. In some instances as
many as fifteen Soviet officers served as
advisers on an N.K. infantry division
staff. The adviser to a division com-
mander reportedly was a Soviet colonel.?

DA Intel Rev, Mar 51, Nr 178, p. 32; Ibid., Aug
50, Nr 171, pp. 16—17; 1bid., Mar 51, Nr 178, p. 36;
24th Div G—2 PW Interrog File, 6—22 Jul 50; GHQ
FEC MIS GS, History of the North Korean Army,
81 July 1952 (hereafter cited as GHQ FEC, His-
tory of the N.K. Army), pp. 8-24.

The Soviet diplomatic mission to
North Korea, apparently organized in
January 1949, became the postoccupation
body for Soviet control of the country.
By June 1950 every member of the So-
viet diplomatic staff in North Korea was
either an army or an air force officer. Col.
Gen. Terenty F. Shtykov, commander of
the Soviet occupation forces in North
Korea and, after their withdrawal, the
Soviet Ambassador there, apparently
functioned as the senior Soviet officer in
the country. Intelligence reports indi-
cate that Premier Kim Il Sung received
weekly instructions from the USSR
through Ambassador Shtykov.2

In June 1950 Kim Il Sung was Com-
mander in Chief of the North Korean
armed forces. His deputy was Marshal
Choe Yong Gun. Both had left Korea
in their youth, resided in China for long
periods of time, and, ultimately, gone to
Moscow for training. Kim Il Sung re-
turned to Korea on 25 September 1945
under Soviet sponsorship, landing at
Wonsan on that date with a group of
Soviet-trained guerrillas.

DA Intel Rev, Apr 51, Nr 179, p. 32;: GHQ FEC,
History of the N.K. Army.
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For all practical purposes the North
Korean ground forces in June 1950 com-
prised two types of units: (1) the Bor-
der Constabulary (BC or Bo An Dae)
and (2) the North Korea People’s Army
(NKPA or In' Min Gun). The Border
Constabulary, an'internal security force,
was organized, trained, and supervised
by Soviet officials. It was uncommonly
strong in political indoctrination and
supported and promoted the Commu-
nist party line throughout North Korea.
All officer training for the Border Con-
stabulary was under the direct supervi-
sion of Soviet advisers on the school
staffs.®

The Border Constabulary had its be-
ginnings as early as September 1945,
when anti-Japanese and Communist
Koreans, guerrillas who had fled from
Korea and Manchuria to Soviet terri-
tory, came back to Korea and formed
the nucleus of what was called the Peace
Preservation Corps. It numbered about
18,000 men and drew its personnel most-
ly from Communist youth groups. Its
officers were usually active Communists.
In May 1950 the effective strength of
the North Korean internal security
forces was approximately 50,000, divided
among the Border Constabulary, the reg-
ular police, and the “thought” police.*

The Border Constabulary in June
1950 consisted of five brigades of uneven
size and armament—the rst, 2d, 3d, 5th,
and 7th. The 1st Brigade numbered
5,000 men; the 3d and 7th each had a
strength of 4,000. These three brigades
were stationed just north of the g8th
Parallel. The 7th was in the west, de-
ployed from Haeju to the coast, just

*DA Intel Rev, Jun 50, Nr 169, pp. 20-23.
4 Ibid.

above the Ongjin Peninsula; the 3d was
east of the 7th, in the center from Haeju
to the vicinity of Chorwon; and the 1st
was at Kansong on the east coast. These
three brigades, totaling 13,000 men,
were armed and equipped to combat-in-
fantry standards. The brigades each had
six or seven battalions composed of three
rifle companies each, together with ma-
chine gun and mortar companies, an an-
titank platoon, and the usual headquar-
ters and service units.

The BC 2d Brigade, with a total
strength of only 2,600, was divided into
seven battalions. It held positions along
the Yalu and Tumen River boundaries
separating North Korea from Manchuria
and the USSR. This brigade had little
heavy equipment and few mortars, ma-
chine guns, or antitank guns. The BC
5th Brigade, with a strength of about
3,000 men, had headquarters at Pyong-
yang, the North Korean capital. It was
responsible for railroad security.®

The North Korea People’s Army

The North Korea People’s Army in
June 1950 constituted a ground force
of eight infantry divisions at full
strength, two more infantry divisions ac-
tivated at an estimated half strength, a
separate infantry regiment, a motorcy-
cle reconnaissance regiment, and an ar-
mored brigade. Five of the infantry di-
visions and the armored brigade had
well-trained combat personnel. Many of
these soldiers were hardened veterans
who had fought with the Chinese Com-

®Future reference to the two opposed Korean
forces generally will be North Korean or N.K. and
South Korean or ROK. The abbreviation N.K. will
precede a numbered NKPA unit; ROK will precede
a numbered South Korean unit.
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munist and Soviet Armies in World War
II.

The North Korea People’s Army was
officially activated on 8 February 1948.
Its first fnll infantry divisions, the 3d
and yth, were established between 1944
and 1949; and its first armored unit, the
rosth Avmored Battalion, was estab-
lished in October 1948. The latter in-
creased to regimental strength in May
1949. Conscription for replacements and
build-up of the North Korea People’s
Army apparently began about July 1948.
After a meeting of USSR and Commu-
nist China officials, reportedly held in
Peiping early in 1950 to explore the
advisability of using the North Korea
People’s Army for an invasion of South
Korea, there was a rapid build-up of that
Army. It increased its training program,
transferred ordnance depots from urban
to isolated rural sites, and readiced hid-
den dump areas to receive supplies,
weapons, and munitions of war from the
USSR. At the beginning of this build-up
there were in Korea about 16,000 re-
patriated North Koreans from the Chi-
nese Communist Forces (CCF). In April
1950 Communist China returned 12,000
more veterans of the CCF to Korea
where they formed the N.K. 7th Division
(redesignated the r2th about 2 July
1950).%

The Korean veterans of the Chinese
Communist Forces made up about one
third of the North Korea People’s Army
in June 1950 and gave it a combat-hard-
ened quality and efficiency that it would

¢ GHQ FEC, History of the N.K. Army, pp. 3, 8-
24; DA Intel Rev, Sep 51, Nr 184, p. 18; Ibid., Mar
51, Nr 178, p. 36; ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts.
Issue g9 (N.K. rath Div), p. 41. PW Interrog csti-
mates of number of CCF veterans in the N.K. sst,
4th, sth, and 6th Divisions. Sce ATIS Res Supp
Interrog Rpts, Issues g4, 93, 100.

not otherwise have had. Five of the eight
divisions in the North Korea People’s
Army—the 1st, 4th, s5th, 6th, and 7th
(r2th) Divisions—had in their ranks sub-
stantial numbers of CCF soldiers of
Korean extraction. The 5th, 6th, and 7th
(12th) Divisions had the largest number
of them. Also, many of the NKPA units
that did not have rank and file soldiers
from the CCF did have officers and non-
commissioned officers from it.”

Special mention needs to be made of
the N.K. sth, 6th, and 7th Divisions.
In July 1949 the Chinese Communist
Forces transferred all non-Koreans in the
CCF 164th Division, then stationed in
Manchuria, to other Chinesc divisions
and filleq the r64th with Korean re-
placements. Near the end of the month
the division, about 7,500 strong, mnoved
by rail to Korea where it reorganized
into the roth, rrth, and r2th Rifle Regi-
ments of the N.K. sth Division.*

At the same time, in July 1949, the
CCF 166th Division moved to Korea and
reorganized into the r3th, ryth, and
15th Regiments of the N.K. 6th Divi-
ston. The story of the Koreans in this
division goes back to 1942 when the
Chinese Communists formed a Korean
Volunteer Army largely with deserters
from the Japanese Kwantung Army.
This division had a strength of about
10,000 men when it entered Korea; there
8oo replacements brought it to full
strength.?

*ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issuc 100 (N.K.
61l Div), p. 20; Isswe g4 (N.K. yth Div), p. 4v;
GHQ FEC, History of the N.K. Army, pp. 23-24.

*ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issuc g6 (N.K.
sth Div), p. 37; GHQ FEC, History of the N.K.
Army, p. 23.

® ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issuc 100 (N.K.
6th Div), pp. 27-29; GHQ FEC, History of the N.K.
Army, p. 23.
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In February 1950 all Korean units
in the Chinese Manchurian Army as-
sembled in Honan Province. They num-
bered about 12,000 men drawn from
the CCF r3gth, rqoth, rqist, and 156th
Divisions. Some of them had participated
in the Chinese Communist advance from
Manchuria to Peiping, and all were vet-
eran troops. In the first part of April
these troops moved by rail to Korea. In
the Wonsan area these CCF veterans re-
organized into the rst, 2d, and 3d Regi-
ments of the N.K. 7th Division.?®

In addition to these three divisions, the
N.K. 7s¢t and 4th Divisions each had
one regiment of CCF veterans. All the
units from the CCF Army upon arrival
in North Korea received Soviet-type arms
and North Korean uniforms and were
retrained in North Korean tactical doc-
trine, which closely followed the Rus-
sian.

In March 1g50 North Korea activated
two new divisions: the roth, around
Manchurian-trained units, and the r5th,
with men from three youth-training
. schools and veteran Communist officers
and noncommissioned officers. Although
activated in March, the rs5th Division
received most of its troops near the
end of June—after the invasion had start-
ed. In early June the r3th Division was
activated; the last one to be activated
before the invasion of South Korea.'!

By June 1950, the rosth Armored
Regiment had become the rosth Ar-
mored Brigade with a strength of 6,000
men and 120 Tg4 tanks. Its equipment

¥ ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issue g9 (N.K.
13ath Div), pp. 41—44; GHQ FEC, History of the N. K
Army, p. 23.

1 GHQ FEC, History of the N.K. Army, p. 24:
ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issue 104 (N.K. zoth
and r3th Divs), pp. 43. 57-

—tanks, weapons, and vehicles—was Rus-
sian-made. The brigade had three tank
regiments—the ro7th, rogth, and 203d—
each with 40 tanks, and a mechanized
infantry regiment, the 206th, with a
strength of about 2,500 men. A tank
regiment had three medium tank bat-
talions, each having 13 tanks. The bat-
talions each had three tank companies
with 4 tanks to a company. Tank crews
consisted of five men. Battalien, regi-
mental, and division tank commanders
each had a personal tank. The rosth
Armored Brigade was raised to division
status in Seoul at the end of June 1950
before it crossed the Han River to con-
tinue the attack southward.’’

In addition to the 120 tanks of the
105th Armored Brigade, the better part
of another tank regiment appears to
have been advailable to North Korea in
late June. Thirty tanks reportedly
joined the N.K. 7th (rz2th) Division at
Inje in east central Korea just before
it crossed the Parallel.”® This gave North
Korea a total of 150 Russian-built Tg4
tanks in June 1g50.

In the six months before the invasion,
a defensive-type army of 4 divisions and
an armored regiment had doubled in
strength to form % combat-ready divisions
and an armored brigade. And there
were in addition g other newly activated
and trained divisions, and 2 independ-
ent regiments.'*

The North Korean ground forces—the
NKPA and the Border Constabulary—
in June 1950 numbered about 135,000
men. This estimated total included %7%,-
838 men in seven assault infantry divi-

2 ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issue 4 (NK

105th Armd Div), pp. 27-87-
2 Ibid., Issue g9 (N.K. rath Div), p. 42.
* DA Intel Rev, Mar 51, Nr 178, p. 38.
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sions, 6,000 in the tank brigade, 3,000
in an independent infantry regiment,
2,000 in a motorcycle regiment, 23,000
in three reserve divisions, 18,600 in the
Border Constabulary, and 5,000 in
Army and I and II Corps Headquar-
ters.s

The North Korean infantry division
at full strength numbered 11,000 men.
It was a triangular division composed
of three rifle regiments, each regiment
having three battalions.’* The division
had as integral parts an artillery regi-
ment and a self-propelled gun battalion.

¥ The estimate of 135,000 is based on the follow-
ing tabulation, drawn principally from N.K. PW
interrogation reports:

766th Ind Inf Unic
12¢h MTsP (Motorcycle Regt)

10Sth Armored Brig ... o...
BC. 1st Brig........____.
BC. 2dBrig.............
BC. 3dBrig.............
BC. S5¢thBrig............
B.C. 7th Brige oo oo e iaiiiaaan
Army, I and 11 Corps Hy

» Indicates the figure is based on U.S. military intelligence or
strong inferential data but not on extensive PW reports or order of
battle documents. No figure for the strength of /1 Corps, organized
about 12 June 1950, has been found. The strength for drmy, I, and
11 Corps Headquarters possibly should be increased to 6,000-7,000.
N.K. I Corps was activated about 10 June 1950. See GHQ FEC,
History of the N.K. Army, pp. 41-43. According to some PW re-
ports, there was 3 /7th Motorcyc'e Regiment in the enemy’s order of
battle at the heginning of the invasion.

The KMAG report for the semiannual period ending 15 June 1950
gives a total Noreh Korean ground force estimarte of 117,357 men,
including 64,372 for the North Korea People’s Army and 27,600 for
the Border Constahulary. The ROK Army G-2 estimate of North
Korean strength, according to Capt. Frederick C. Schwarze (Asst
G-2 adviser to ROK Army in Seoul when the invasion occurred) was
175,000, Schwarze, Notes for author.

¥ The z2th Division had a strength of 12,000.

There were also medical, signal, anti-
tank, engineer, and training battalions,
and reconnaissance and transport com-
panies.

The artillery support of the North
Korean division in 1950 closely resem-
bled that of the older type of Soviet
division in World War II. A division
had 12 122-mm. howitzers, 24 %6-mm.
guns, 12 SU-76 self-propelled -guns, 12
45-mm. antitank guns, and 6 14.5-mm.
antitank rifles. In addition, the regi-
ments and battalions had their own
supporting weapons. Each regiment, for
instance, had 6 120-mm. mortars, 4 %6-
mm. howitzers, and 6 45-mm. antitank
guns. Each battalion had g 82-mm. mor-
tars, 2 45-mm. antitank guns, and g
14.5-mm. antitank rifles. The companies
had their own 61-mm. mortars. A North
Korean rifle regiment at full strength
numbered 2,794 men—z204 officers, 711
noncommissioned officers, and 1,879 pri-
vates.'”

From the beginning the Soviet Union
had been the sponsor for the NKPA
and had provided it with the sinews of
war. Most important at first were the
Russian-built Tgq tanks of the rosth
Armored Brigade. The Tg4 was a stand-
ard medium tank in the Soviet Army
at the end of World War II. The Rus-
sians first used this tank against the
Germans in July 1941. Guderian gives
it the credit for stopping his drive on
Tula and Moscow.’® The Tg4 weighed
32 tons, was of low silhouette, had a

" ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issue 106 (N.K.
Arty), Chart, p. g2; Issue 100 (N.K, 9th Div), p.
49: GHQ FEC, History of the N.K. Army, Charts
sbh-8.

® General Heinz Guderian, Panzer Leader (New
York: E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc,, 1952), pp. 162, 283~
38.
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broad tread, and was protected by heavy
armor plate. It mounted an 85-mm. gun
and carried two %7.62-mm. machine guns,
one mounted on the bow and the other
coaxially with the gun.*®

Other ordnance items supplied to the
NKPA by the Soviets included #6-mm.
and 122-mm. howitzers; 122-mm. guns;
#6-mm. self-propelled guns; 45-mm. an-
titank guns; 61-mm., 82-mm., and 120-
mm. mortars; small arms; ammunition
for these weapons; and grenades. From
the Soviet Union North Korea also re-
ceived trucks, jeeps, radios, and fire con-
trol, signal, and medical equipment.?

In the spring of 1950 the Soviet Union
made particularly large shipments of
arms and military supplies to North
Korea. One captured North Korean sup-
ply officer stated that in May 1950, when
he went to Ch’ongjin to get supplies
for the N.K. 5th Division, Soviet mer-

* Not until the end of the third week of the war
did American intelligence settle on the identification
of the Tg4 tank.

Characteristics of the Russian-built T34 medium
tank used by the North Koreans:

Weight (combat-loaded). ... _.____.____. 35 short tons
Length (not including gun) .. ... ___._..__ 19.7 feet
Wideh (over-all) ... ... .. 9.8 feet
Widch (between track centers) . __..____.__ 8.0 feet
Height (o top of turrer) __.________.___._. 7.9 feet
Ground clearance. ... .. ... .. _..__. 1.3 feet
Turret traverse._______ . _..... 360° hand and electric
Rate of fire (85-mm. gun)_________________ 7-8 rounds per minute
Ammunition carned. . oo 85-mm. 55 rounds
7.62-mm., 2,745 rounds
Engine
Ty PO e e 12 cylinder, Diesel
Horsepower. . ... 493
Fuel
7 Diesel
Capacity (maintanks) ... ...._..____ 141 gallons
Performance
Maximum speed_ . oo oo 30-34 miles per hour

Source: EUSAK WD, B Sep 50, an. 1, vo G-2 PIR 58.

® ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issue 106 (N.K.
Arty), pp. 1-40; DA Intel Rev, Mar 51, Nr 178,
PP- 54, 56; Ibid., Jun 51, Nr 181, pp. 26-27; Rpt,
USMAG to ROK, 1 Jan-15 Jun 5o, sec. III, p. 6.

chant ships were unloading weapons
and ammunition, and that trucks crowd-
ed the harbor waterfront area. Korean-
speaking crew members told him the
ships had come from Vladivostok. Mark-
ings on some of the North Korean equip-
ment captured in the first few months
of the Korean War show that it was
manufactured in the Soviet Union in
1949-50 and, accordingly, could not
have been matériel left behind in 1948
when the occupation forces withdrew
from North Korea, as the Soviets have
claimed.?

North Korea began the war with about
180 aircraft, all supplied by Russia. Of
these about 60 were YAK trainers; 40,
YAK fighters; 7o, attack bombers; and
10, reconnaissance planes. The North
Korean Navy had approximately 16 pa-
trol craft of various types and a few
coastwise steamers reportedly equipped
with light deck guns.?

The Republic of Korea Armed Forces

In June 1950 President Syngman Rhee
was Commander in Chief of the South
Korean Army. Under him was Sihn Sung
Mo, the Minister of National Defense.
The Deputy Commander in Chief ac-
tually in command of the Army was
Maj. Gen. Chae Byong Duk.

The origins and development of an

* ATIS Res Supp Interrog Rpts, Issue g6 (N.K.
5th Div), p. 38; GHQ FEC, History of the N.K.
Army, p. 24; DA Intel Rev, Mar 51, Nr 178, pp.
54-56.

#Rpt, USMAG to ROK, 1 Jan-15 Jun 5o, sec. 111,
p- 6; Capt Walter Karig, Comdr Malcolm W. Cagle,
and Lt. Comdr Frank A. Manson, “Battle Report
Series,” vol. VI, Battle Report, The War in Korea
(New York and Toronto: Farrar and Rinehart,

1952), p- 67.
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armed force in South Korea had their
roots, as in North Korea, in the occupa-
tion period after World War II. At
first the principal objects of the U.S.
occupation were to secure the surrender
of the Japanese troops south of the g8th
Parallel, return them to Japan, and pre-
serve law and order until such time as
the Koreans could do this for themselves.
In January 1946 a Korean constabu-
lary was authorized and established. This
organization took form so slowly that a
year later it numbered only 5,000 men.
By April 194%, however, it had doubled
in strength and by July of that year it
had reached 15,000. The constabulary
became the Republic of Korea (ROK)
Army in August 1948 and grew so rap-
idly in the next few months that by
January 1949 it numbered more than
60,000 men.? In March 1949 the Re-
public of Korea had an Army of 65,000,
a Coast Guard of 4,000, and a police
force of 45,000—a total security force
of about 114,000 men. The United States
had equipped about 